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Most comic book fans have a few superpowers they'd love to have. Everyone can find 

practical uses for super strength and speed. Flight and invisibility are two of the most 
popular superpowers mentioned in conversations about desired abilities. Writers also 
favor certain power sets because they work well for story purposes or just look cool on 


the page. 


Some superpowers don't get the same love. Maybe they're not as cool, not as easy to 
work into a story, don't display well in a comic book format, or are not as useful. 
Popular characters from Marvel and DC Comics, like Cyborg, Black Canary, and even 
Squirrel Girl, utilize overlooked and unique powers that deserve more attention in 


mainstream stories. 
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em what they are, but probably the most important is 
superpowers. While not every superhero has them, they are still the genre's defining 
characteristics. Some powers are useful or work better visually, so there is a 
profusion of these powers - flight, super-strength, energy powers of all kinds, 
telepathy. However, there are a variety of cool powers that work very well in 


comics that fans would like to see more of. 
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Reality Manipulation Seems Common But It's Rarely Used 
Well 
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T €j Marvel has frequently retconned stories to make big changes to characters like 
meg Spider-Man and the X-Men, though some fans weren't on board. 


Reality manipulation is potentially the most powerful ability of them all. Reality 
manipulation allows a hero or villain to alter the very building blocks of time and 
space to do basically anything they can imagine. It's a power that makes someone a 
god, which can make it very hard to write. However, several major league reality 


alterers out there never seem to use their powers correctly. 


e Scarlet Witch 
e Proteus 


e Monarch 


Scarlet Witch is known for her reality-altering abilities, but most of the time, she just 
uses magic. Several of the X-Men's Omega-level mutants, like Proteus and Monarch, 
can manipulate reality. However, both are usually pushed to the background or used 


as villains who never really use their powers to the utmost extent. Reality 


mae power that gets a lot of lip service, but it's rarely actually seen in 
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Chlorokinesis is the power to control plant life, and its best-known users are Swamp 
Thing and Poison Ivy. Swamp Thing's origin has been retconned several times. 
However, since the debut of the Green, the mystical energy that all growing things tap 
into, chlorokinesis has been an important part of the character. Poison Ivy was 
eventually given the power of the Green because it made sense for the character, and 
since has become more formidable than ever. Marvel has way fewer chlorokinetics, 
but they introduced a major one during the X-Men's Krakoa Era named Genesis, who 


is Apocalypse's wife. 


e Swamp Thing 
e Poison Ivy 


e Genesis 


hlorokinesis is that it's such a devastating power when 
to clipboard 


ot i ante creators, which plays a role in why it doesn't show up 
much. Genesis, for example, has rarely, if ever, used her powers. A reader can check 
every appearance of Genesis in the Krakoa Era and still never really know what her 
powers are. Chlorokinesis has become so bound up with a few characters that it 
doesn't get used by others, and when it does, the power is usually ignored. It's 
especially weird in the DC Universe, where the Green is a force that can be tapped 


into by anyone who works hard enough at it, but there are so few practitioners 


outside of Swamp Thing's circle and Poison Ivy. 
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Time Manipulation Is Different From Time Travel 


10 Best Fighters in The X-Men, Ranked 


The X-Men feature a few incredibly powerful mutant members, though skilled 
characters like Psylocke, Wolverine and Gambit are also master combatants. 


Time travel is a power that can be annoying in practice. It's usually used to do 


dystopian stories - the past is changed so that the present becomes terrible, and the 
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ack to stop it, stories where someone from the future is trying to 


Ble future from happening, or retcon purposes. There are multiple 
rules to time travel in the comics, usually depending on the method, and it's an 
annoying power overall. However, time manipulation is much easier to 


understand and can be used in battle for defense or offense. 


e Tempus 
e Zoom 


e Per Degaton 


Time manipulation allows the user to alter the flow of time for a given object or 
person. So, they can age an attacker or object into dust, de-age them to helplessness, 
or strengthen an object by returning it to a time before it was damaged or worn. Then 
there's Zoom, a Flash villain who uses the power to speed up his relative time frame 
to mimic super speed, which is definitely the most creative use of this power. It's a 


cool power that can be used for various purposes and is a great visual. 


Pyrokinesis Definitely Seems Like A Power That Should Be 
More Prevalent 


bility to control fire, an awesomely destructive power for a hero or 
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bf the most important factors in human history, allowing humanity 
to rise to the top of the food chain. Pyrokinesis has been in superhero comics since 
the beginning—Marvel Comics #1 introduced the first android Human Torch—but 


it's actually not as common as one would imagine. 


e Human Torch 
e Pyro 
e Typhoid Mary 


What's awesome about pyrokinesis is how different it can be. Human Torch 
is transformed by his powers and can fly and generate star-level heat but can't really 
create complicated fire constructs. On the other hand, Pyro can make fire constructs 
with his powers but can't manifest fire and depends on a flame thrower backpack. 
Typhoid Mary can generate flame but doesn't have the fine control over it that others 
do. Pyrokinesis is a power that looks great and can be modified differently, so it 
should definitely be used more. 
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Precognition Can Lead To Lots Of Great Story Ideas 
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“Fighting to prove 
to the world that 
mutants can be good, 
whatever that means. 
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of these powers. The ability to see the future can lead to a variety 
of places and has formed the groundwork for several major stories, often in the X- 
Men corner of the Marvel Universe, where several precognitive mutants have proven 


to be very important characters. 


e Destiny 
e Blindfold 
e Madame Web 


Precognition is a power that can be used to make stories better. Letting 
readers see the ending before the rest of the story in a precognitive vision can build 
anticipation. A precognitive character can mercilessly mock someone for dumb 
actions in the future, making the power great for comedy. Finally, a precognitive 
diary can be a MacGuffin for which the heroes and villains are searching. There is so 
much utility for precognition in superhero comics, and it would be great if it weren't 


as rare a power. 
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Technokinesis Is The Best Tech-Based Power 
WW, AGNET 


ton 


TA GURE V Se ING 
10 Best DC Heroines (Who Aren’t Wonder Woman or Supergirl) 


Supergirl and Wonder Woman are both incredible heroes, but there are other powerful 
and dedicated heroines that defend the DC Universe just as much. 


A lot of superheroes rely on technology instead of having actual powers. Technology 
can also enhance the powers they already possess. With so many of them turning to 
tech, it's surprising that it isn't as frequently utilized as a part of a character's power 


set. This is a unique power, but it's very useful. 


e IronMan 
e Doctor Octopus 


e Cyborg 


Manipulating machinery seems incredibly useful for heroes and villains alike. 
Technokinesis works similarly to telepathy. Some of the smartest tech-powered 
heroes, like Cyborg, can interact with technology like Jean Grey can 
interact with other people's minds. This power should appear more frequently 


in a 21st-century world dominated by machinery and technology. 
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Matter Ingestion Is Weird But Useful 
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Eating and digesting almost anything is one of the most unique and underused 
abilities in comics. A few characters have displayed this ability, and they have 
demonstrated quite a few impressive uses that made fans wonder about the true 


potential of a rare superpower like matter ingestion. 


e Maggot 
e Matter-Eater Lad 


e Superman 


Heroes like Matter-Eater Lad can quickly dispose of dangerous substances or 
explosives without risk to anyone else. The short-lived X-Men member Maggot had a 
mechanized digestive system in the form of two living creatures that could eat and 
digest anything. Even Superman has been known to eat a bomb or two over 


the years to stop the blast. 
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Force Field Creation Is The Ultimate Protective Ability 
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=i) we) 10 Strangest Licensed Marvel Comics, Ranked 


Marvel has released some amazing comics over the years, but NFL football heroes, 
horror toys, and Billy Ray Cyrus are easily among their weirdest. 


They say the best defense is a good offense, but sometimes it's the opposite. Most 
superheroes approach their enemies ready for punches, but very few 
prioritize protecting themselves, even if they can create force fields to do 
it. 


e Green Lantern 
e Juggernaut 


e Enchantress 


Whether it is due to magic, like Enchantress and Juggernaut when bonded with the 
Crimson Gem of Cyttorak, or science, like any Green Lantern when they use their 
Power Ring, force fields ensure their safety. Besides, they sometimes buy heroes and 
villains time to plan a counterattack. Likely, writers don't use them so often because 


they could become a boring asset in battle. 
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Reactive Adaptation Is the Ultimate Survival Mechanism 


Being able to adapt according to the situation would be incredibly useful 


and is definitely a cool power to have, but there aren't many comic 
characters who can do it. The X-Men's Darwin can rapidly adapt to survive, 


although he wasn't initially able to control it. 


e Super-Adaptoid 
e Darwin 


e Amazo 


Darwin's body automatically adapted to grow gills so he could breathe underwater or 
adjust even further to survive in space. He could transform his eyes so he could see in 
the dark or even make his skin fireproof. Darwin also eventually gained the ability to 


trigger these mutations to give him the upper hand in dangerous situations. 


Sonic Screams Are Devastating Weapons 
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There aren't many comic characters who can manipulate sound as part of their power 
set. There are even fewer who use a sonic scream as a weapon. However, the few that 
can have demonstrated the power's devastating potential against even the most 
powerful of foes. Characters like Black Canary have even stopped Superman in his 
tracks without Kryptonite. 


e Black Canary 
e Banshee 


e Shriek 


A sonic scream is always a fun power to play with, and it can make for a 
very cool effect in comic art. Perhaps it's not hugely popular or used very often 
because it can be challenging to represent in a medium without sound. Regardless, 
comic artists still creatively represent the ripples as sound waves travel through the 


air to showcase their unique ability. 


Omnilingual Translation Is Quite Useful 
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Judging (DC's August 2024) Books By Their Covers 


It's the return of the fan-favorite feature, Judging Books By Their Covers, where we 
take a look at our favorite covers from DC's August 2024 solicits 


Omnilingualism is an incredibly rare power that comic readers haven't seen often. 
However, Jonathan Hickman found a new use for the power in his incredibly 
adaptable X-Men run that started with House/Powers of X. Cypher's unique ability to 
understand and speak every known language helped Professor Xavier communicate 


with the mutant island of Krakoa. 


e Cypher 
e Brainiac 


e Starfire 


Cypher was instrumental in establishing Krakoa as a mutant haven. With so many 
heroes traveling all over the world and into outer space, omnilingual 
translation could be incredibly useful. The ability to instantly understand any 


ed and under-appreciated. Omnilingualism is one of those unique 
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b would find useful in their daily lives. 


Animal Communication Comes In Many Forms 


Anyone who grew up watching princess movies dreamed of being able to talk to 
animals at some point. The ability to talk to animals is famous in Disney films, but 
it's also a superpower many superheroes use. Squirrel Girl can talk to 


squirrels and even has a squirrel sidekick. 


e Squirrel Girl 
e Ant-Man 


e Aquaman 


Animated series like Family Guy and Robot Chicken often poke fun at heroes like 
Aquaman for "only being able to communicate with fish." Aside from the fact that 
Aquaman possesses many other incredible powers, the ability to speak with animals 
is incredibly useful and beautiful. More comics should display this miraculous 


superpower. 
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Dimensional Travel Can Take Characters Anywhere 


$ Whether they received popularity from the MCU or they've always been fan-favorites, 
ð} everyone knows the names of Marvel's most popular characters. 


A few comic characters have discovered ways or invented technology that allows them 
to travel to other dimensions. However, only a few heroes and villains have 


developed the power to move across dimensional planes and into other 
realities unassisted. 


e Sideways 
e Miss America 
e Angstrom Levy 


DC's Sideways gained the ability to open spatial portals that he could use to travel 


across the planet. However, he soon learned he could also move sideways through the 
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s America Chavez can punch star-shaped portals into other 


fans another unique look at the interesting but underused ability. 


Pheromonal Persuasion Is Useful For Mind Control 
P F SEA 


Some powers are used less than others because they can be almost too powerful. 
There are no stakes when someone has powers that can render everyone else 
defenseless. This has made Purple Man one of Marvel's most surprisingly powerful 
villains. His ability to make anyone do anything using his enhanced pheromones is 
one of the most frightening powers in comics. 


e Purple Man 
e Daken 
e Poison Ivy 


Most characters with this power often become supervillains, forcing 
others to bow to their wills. Zebediah Killgrave/Purple Man proved how 
frightening this power could be when used improperly. Other characters like Marvel's 


igon Ivy have also displayed the various effects their persuasive 
Ave both on the battlefield and off. 
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Shapeshifting Can Be Used Offensively Or Defensively 
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Shapeshifting is a classic example of a power that is often underwritten. Changing 
appearances completely could be enormously overpowered, so this ability tends to be 
used sparingly. Shapeshifting makes a character into a perfect spy or double agent. 


Mystique often uses her powers to fool others and gain access to restricted facilities. 


e Mystique 
e Martian Manhunter 


e Clayface 


Disguise is the most common use for shape-shifting, but it could also be used for 
healing by moving flesh over a wounded area. Mystique also uses shapeshifting to 
extend her life by reducing her body's natural age. Readers don't see this power 
used much beyond the obvious disguises, though there are a few characters 


known as shapeshifters who use their abilities creatively. 


Probability Manipulation Is The Ultimate Luck 
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Anyone can be lucky, but few people are so lucky that they can call it a superpower. 


Several Marvel characters can actually manipulate probabilities to give themselves 


better odds in a fight and achieve their goals. 


e Longshot 
e Black Cat 
e Domino 


Luck isn't an easy power to control, and there's no guarantee that 
everything will work out in the favor of the probability manipulator. The 
unpredictability of this power makes it a very interesting one to read about and one 
that many comics fans would like to see used more often and in more interesting 


ways. 


Photographic Reflexes Make For Excellent Fighters 


Many characters have an eidetic memory that allows them to instantly recall anything 


and everything they've seen in exquisite detail. However, there is another version of 
this ability that has made an impact on fans. Mimetic muscle mimicry may be 


better known as photographic reflexes. 


e Echo 
e Taskmaster 


e Cassandra Cain/Batgirl 


Characters like Taskmaster can replicate any move they witness. Taskmaster was a 
former S.H.I.E.L.D. agent who developed the ability to mimic the physical skills and 
abilities of others. He could watch Captain America fight and add it to his personal 
repertoire. He even opened a school for henchmen, using his stolen fighting skills to 


train fledgling criminals. 
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10 DC Villains With No Corresponding Heroic Counterpart 


There are numerous rivalries between heroes and villains in the DC Universe, but 
some of these comic book bad guys have no particular heroic parallel. 


Comics are full of superheroes that can control things around them. Poison Ivy 
controls plants (among other abilities), Iceman controls ice, and Magneto controls 
metal. However, some go even further, controlling a more abstract concept: gravity. 
Some examples are Moonstone, Moz-Ga, and Hawkgirl, who this through her use of 
Nth metal. 


e Hawkgirl 
e Moonstone 


e Moz-Ga 


Gravity manipulation is an incredibly powerful ability. With one movement, 
these characters can completely alter their surroundings, rendering 


others incapable of moving or throwing them into the atmosphere 


or paid. Unfortunately, it's far from a popular option. Whenever a 
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pulate gravity, they can do other things, so this power becomes a 


second choice every time. 


Enhanced Elasticity Is Useful For Combat And Science 
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Elasticity sounds like a power that would be pretty ridiculous, but it's incredibly 


versatile. Reed Richards is the best-known hero with powers of elasticity, and he can 
use his powers to absorb or direct the impacts of bullets and explosions and stretch 


his limbs to incredible distances. 


e Elasti-Woman 
e Mister Fantastic 


e Elongated Man 


Unfortunately, this power doesn't appear very often, perhaps because 
most people view it as potentially silly. The idea can also be gross, depending 


on how artists depict it. Any abilities that alter someone's body are bound to make 


weaver, Other heroes like Elasti-Woman and Elongated Man have 


dible benefits to enhanced elasticity. 


Self-Duplication Allows One Person To Create An Army 


Both heroes and villains need allies. Superheroes love having trusted partners 
watching their backs in the field, and villains would love more like-minded criminals 
on their side. Self-duplication is a superpower that allows the user to duplicate 


themselves through various means instantly. 
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e Multiple Man 


Certain characters, like Multiple Man and Dupli-Kate, can clone 
themselves as often as their bodies and minds allow. While this is an 
incredibly useful power in the real world, comic artists would probably get sick of 
drawing the same character repeatedly. Writers could explore the limits of 


duplication, with potentially interesting places to take this not-often-seen ability. 


Marvel DC Comics 
Marvel is a multimedia powerhouse encompassing Created by 
comic books, movies, TV shows, and more, Malcolm Wheeler-Nicholson 


captivating audiences with its iconic characters, 
thrilling narratives, and diverse worlds. From the 
legendary Avengers to the street-level heroes like 
Daredevil, Marvel's universe is vast and ever- 


expanding. 


Created by 
Stan Lee 
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We want to hear from you! Share your opinions in the thread below and remember to keep it respectful. 
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This thread is open for discussion. 


Be the first to post your thoughts. 
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several Marvel movie... 


Mar 24, 2024 Gap 


10 Movies That Ended With 
More Story to Tell 


From forgotten horror 
franchises like The Hills Have 
Eyes to modern comedies like... 


3 hours ago Gy 


House of the Dragon's 
Aegon Is Worse Than Game 
of Thrones’ Joffrey 


House of the Dragon Season 2 
has a major arc unfold that 
proves King Aegon II Targarye... 


8 hours ago Sp 


"There's a Lot Coming Up’: 


Black Panther Star Teases 
MCU Comeback 


Letitia Wright discusses 
Shuri/Black Panther's MCU 
return. 
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powerful threat to the list of 
resources at her disposal, and ... 


7 hours ago Gy 


CBR. 


Join Our Team 
Our Audience 
About Us 
Press & Events 
Contact Us 


FollowUs @ f xXx ¢ D 


W 


Advertising 
Careers 
Terms 
Privacy 


Policies 


CBR is part of the Valnet Publishing Group 


Copyright © 2024 Valnet Inc. 


Bad Boys: Ride or Die 
Passes Major Domestic Box 
Office Mark 


Bad Boys: Ride or Die reaches a 
new box-office milestone as the 
Will Smith and Martin Lawrenc... 


5 hours ago Sp 


